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"...to bring good news to the poor... proclaim release to the captives...let the oppressed
go free..." - Luke 4:18-19

 

Be Aware. Be Bold. Be Witness. 
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“He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives...” — Isaiah
61:1 (Common English Bible) 

Since 1987, October has been recognized as Domestic Violence Awareness Month—a time
when advocates unite to educate, bring healing, and take action to end it.
https://opdv.ny.gov/october-domestic-violence-awareness-month 

According to national data, an average of 24 people every minute are victims of rape, physical
violence, or stalking by an intimate partner in the United States. That’s over 12 million women and
men each year. 
(Source: The National Domestic Violence Hotline) 

When Faith is Misused 

Tragically, some abusers misuse Scripture to justify control and violence—selecting verses out of
context or appealing to “tradition” to maintain power. But as women of faith, followers of the One
who loved us first, we must name evil for what it is and raise our prophetic voices to confront it. 
(Resource: Domestic Violence Guidebook for Faith Leaders) 

How Can We Respond? 
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We respond with prayer, study, and action. 
We listen with compassion. 
We stand beside survivors with grace, not judgment. 

This calling is deeply personal to me. As an attorney representing victims of domestic violence
and sexual aggression, I’ve witnessed how a church community can either be a lifeline of
support—or a barrier to healing. The difference often lies in how we listen, how we believe, and
how we respond. 

Our Commitment as ABWM 

Your national team in American Baptist Women’s Ministries stands as a prophetic voice—
naming domestic violence for what it is: sin. Yet we also proclaim the hope of restoration and
freedom that only Jesus provides.  

With that in mind, since 2019, ABWM has co-sponsored and led specialized trainings for clergy,
church leaders, community organizations, educators, and individuals. In collaboration with ABC
regions, local domestic violence shelters, and advocacy organizations, these trainings have
equipped participants with practical and spiritual tools: integrating biblical study with prevention
strategies, safety planning for victims and congregations, guidance on supporting survivors, and
best practices for responding to abusers. 

During the following season –Spring 2026- ABWM is programming a webinar series to study
scriptures that help us to thrive around Domestic Violence and develop tools to address the issue as
women of faith.  

A victim can become a survivor. A survivor can become a testimony of God’s healing grace. I’ve
seen it with my own eyes—and it is truly amazing. 

You Are Not Alone 

If you or someone you know needs help, please visit: 
👉  www.thehotline.org 

Together, let’s keep standing— Aware. Bold. And as Witnesses of Christ’s love. 
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