
Give Events About

"...to bring good news to the poor... proclaim release to the captives...let the oppressed
go free..." - Luke 4:18-19

Dear Sisters and Friends in Christ,

Welcome to the December edition of the Elevate newsletter! This month,
we are blessed to share the inspiring journey of Rev. Grace Kelley-Neal,
our Eastern Geo-Coordinator. Her path with ABWM began in 2006, and
since her first state convention, she hasn't looked back, growing in service
to become the NYS President and now a Geo-Coordinator. Rev. Kelley-
Neal counts it an honor and a privilege to be part of this ministry, valuing
the opportunities to affirm spiritual gifts and uplift women. Her story is a
beautiful testament to the power of faith and the joy of meeting fabulous
women from around the world to share experiences. Join us in celebrating
her dedicated leadership and our shared commitment to community.

Why did you choose to be a part of this organization? 

I first became associated with American Baptist Women's Ministries in 2006, when I joined my
church, Bethany Baptist Church in Syracuse, NY. 

    I experienced my first  ABWM NY State Convention in 2007, and I haven't looked back! 

    I became a NY State board member in 2007, and here I stand 18 years later! 

    The good Lord blessed me to become the NYS President of ABWM 2019-2022. 

    I count it an honor and a privilege to be a part of ABWM all of these years! 

What are you most proud of about your region, or what is something you would like others
to know about the region? 

My region, which is the Central Region in NYS, is the best region ever! 

  A) We are centrally located in the state, which is easily accessible from  all the main interstates
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  B) We host the great NYS Fair every year, which attracts one million visitors from around the
world.

  C) We have great farm lands, and we produce the best ever apples and dairy products for New
Yorkers.

Why do you give to ABWM? 

I believe in the biblical principle of giving.  

    Acts 20:35-(NLT)-And I have been a constant example of how you can help those in need
by working hard. 

    You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: "It is more blessed to give than
receive." 

What core value of ABWM speaks to you? 

The core values of ABWM that speak to me are: 

   A) Diversity

   B) Affirming and developing spiritual gifts

   C) Uplifting the relevance of women in today's society.

What is your fondest memory of ABWM? 

My fondest memory of ABWM is one of meeting fabulous women from all over the world and
sharing shared experiences! 

Is there anything else you would like to say to our readers? 

I would like to encourage our readers to step out of your comfort zone, stretch yourselves beyond
your comfort zone, and ask the Lord to enlarge your territory so that you may develop new
territories in Jesus' name!  Amen.  

Taking inspiration from Rev. Grace Kelley-Neal's powerful words, we encourage you to step out of
your comfort zone and ask the Lord to enlarge your territory. By embracing diversity and affirming
our spiritual gifts, we can uplift one another and discover new opportunities to serve in Jesus' name.

With hope and blessings, 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries 
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